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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Parents, welcome to this week’s newsletter. 
 
The terror in Christchurch last Friday has dominated the news headlines. This is a 
very sad time for all of those involved. The overwhelming response of unity and 
support for all affected, internationally and across religions, has really epitomized 
the resilience and fighting spirit of people. We should not underestimate the power of our prayers as we strive for peace 
in the world. 

 
As Catholics, Christians and all people of good will, we stand in Solidarity 

In the wake of the horrific events in Christchurch, New Zealand, we join with Pope Francis - and 
all Christians and people of good will around the world - in prayer for the healing of the wounded, 
the consoling of those who grieve the loss of their loved ones, and for all affected by this tragedy.  
 
We stand as one against all who would seek to destroy the freedom to pray, no matter which 
religion; the freedom to live, no matter which country; the freedom to flourish, no matter which 
people.     
 
As we live within this time of grief and remember lives lost, hearts broken, hopes torn asunder, let 
us turn to our God of love and compassion in prayer.   
 
We remember each one whose life is lost to us – the children, the fathers, the mothers, the sisters, 
the brothers… and pray that they are now in the deep and loving embrace of God.  
 
We pray for all those who grieve the loss of these precious lives …. parents and family, friends and 
neighbours: that they will find the courage, strength and hope to hold each other with tender care 
and rebuild their lives while cherishing her memory always.   
 
We pray especially for the Christchurch communities: that the great circle of angels and saints 
will gather close during these next days and weeks and be a circle of gentle strength and 
protection.  
 
And let us pray for ourselves, that we will always remember that we stand in solidarity with all 
those who suffer, all those who find themselves on the margins and all those who seek what is true 
and good and beautiful.  
 
God of Love we pray as One.  
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Guardian Angels will be offering support to St Kevin’s Benowa this week, as they come to terms with the loss of a 
second staff member since the start of this year. This will be a difficult week for all of the families, staff and students at 
St Kevins. 
 
Attendance Matters 
 
 

 



Enrolments 2020 
We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2020 school year. If you know someone who is interested in attending 
Guardian Angels, please let them know that it is now time to complete the Application Form (online) from the school 
website. 
For Prep 2020, children need to be born between 1 July, 2014 and 30 June, 2015. 
 
OSHC Parking Issue 
Parking bays at the front of the OSHC are reserved for families who are dropping off or picking up children from the 
centre. All other families should be using the drop off/pick up zone at the front of the school or the car park at the back 
of Prep. Thank you in anticipation. 
 
Staff News 

 On Wednesday there is a meeting of Gold Coast Guidance Counsellors here at GA. 
 Cilla Stent (Guidance Counsellor) will be on some well-earned LSL for the last 2 weeks of the term. We wish 

her happy travels. She will be replaced by Mr Tony O’Shea. 
 Brenton Edwards will be at a PB4L Conference next Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 Chris Binns (Year 6) will be at an inservice day next Tuesday. 

 
Hope you have a great week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Montgomery 
Principal 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Assembly This Friday 
We will be holding the Friday assembly straight after first break so that we can run the cross country at the 
beginning of the day to avoid the heat.  
 
Illegal Parking at Pick Up 
Several parents have complained of other parents / carers parking in the bus turning area 
adjacent to the pick-up area to collect their children and not using the pick-up lane. Every 
term either the council or traffic police conduct morning and afternoon blitzes on parking 
and traffic offences. Some of the feedback from police last time concerned the number 
of drivers who were using their mobile phones while driving.  
 
The other concern noted by staff and parents was parents and carers parking on the opposite side of Edmund 
Rice Drive and cutting through traffic to collect their children, walking them back through traffic to their 
vehicles. This is dangerous and a disaster waiting to happen. There is a supervised pedestrian crossing at the 
front of the school for you to use. 
 
Bernard Kearney 
Assistant Principal Administration  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Quality of Angels 
This week’s Quality of Angels is PROUD. At Prayer Assembly on Monday, 3 Gold 
shared what they know about being proud. They told us that being proud means 
feeling satisfied with your achievements and personal success. You feel honoured 
to be a part of the Guardian Angels community. We can feel proud of ourselves and 
our school community when we work together to make sure that the GA 
environment is kept clean and tidy. So if you see any ugly rubbish around our school, 
pick it up and bin it! Garry the Garden Gnome will be very grateful!!! 
 



Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 25 March to join the students 
from 3 White and Mrs Ryan for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after the assembly 
concludes.    
  
Tuesday Parish Mass 
Students in Year 6 attended Parish Mass this morning. Year 5 students will join other members of our parish community 
to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass on Tuesday 26 March. Parents and friends are most welcome to attend. 
 
Holy Week and Easter Assemblies 
Our Holy Week Assembly will be held on Wednesday 3 April and our Easter Assembly will be held on Tuesday 23 
April. Both events will be held in the hall and will commence at 8.30am. All parents and friends are most welcome to 
join us for one or both of these special celebrations. 
 
Harmony Day and World Down Syndrome Day 
On Thursday 21 March we celebrate Harmony Day. This is a day for all Australians to 
embrace cultural diversity and to share what we have in common. The central message 
for Harmony Day is that ‘Everyone Belongs’, reinforcing the importance of inclusiveness 
to all Australians.  
 
On this day we also celebrate World Down Syndrome Day, recognising the lives and 
achievements of people with Down syndrome. The theme of this day is ‘Lots of Socks’ 
which supports the acceptance of diversity. This is a perfect accompaniment to Harmony 

Day when we promote the inclusion of ALL 
in our community. This day is particular pertinent to our community given 
our MacKillop Centre and the support they provide students with Down 
syndrome and their families.  
 
To celebrate this day, we will hold an odd socks and orange day. Students 
are asked to wear something orange such as a ribbon or t-shirt (no orange 
hairspray please) to show that we are an inclusive and harmonious 

community as well as a pair of odd socks to demonstrate our support for people with Down syndrome. Please note 
once again that this is not a free dress day and students are required to wear the shoes, shorts, skirt, hat, etc. that they 
would usually wear on Thursday. 
 
New Arrivals 
Congratulations to the Lynes family (Jayden 6B) who welcomed their new son and little brother Cooper on Thursday 7 
March. Wishing the Lynes family lots of happiness and love from the GA community. 
 
We also join together in congratulating Michelle Hazell (PB teacher 2018) and her husband Richie, who welcomed their 
beautiful baby son Cillian, born in Ireland on Thursday 14 March. Wishing the Hazell family lots of happiness and love 
from the GA community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GA Wellbeing Week  
During 2019 we will be holding a GA Wellbeing Week each term and we are very excited because our very first GA 
Wellbeing Week ever will be held next week (Week 9). The purpose of GA Wellbeing Week is to proactively draw 
attention to all aspects of our health that help us to feel good and function well. Feelings of happiness, contentment, 
enjoyment, curiosity and engagement are characteristic of someone who has a positive experience of their life. Equally 
important for wellbeing is our functioning in the world. Experiencing positive relationships, having some control over 
one’s life and having a sense of purpose are all important attributes of wellbeing.  
 



Our Year 6 Wellbeing Committee have assisted in planning the following activities for each day next week:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR WACKIEST SHIRT READY TO WEAR NEXT WEDNESDAY! 
 
It’s sure to be a great week and it is hoped that the activities during GA Wellbeing Week will promote a sense of wellness 
and belonging for all. The next GA Wellbeing Week will be in Week 7 of Term 2. 
 
A Message from our Year 6 Social Justice Committee 
At this time of the year, during the season of Lent, we remember those who are less fortunate than we are and as a 
school community we try to raise some much needed funds to assist Caritas in supporting those in need. The Social 
Justice Committee’s first assignment this year is to organise some exciting, school-based fundraising events to support 
Caritas. They have decided to run to following two fundraising events, which will commence towards the end of this 
week and continue until Tuesday 2 April: 
 

1. Guess How Many Easter Eggs Competition – the student who guesses closest to the correct number of Easter 
eggs in a jar will win the contents of the jar – YUM YUM!!! The cost for each guess will be $1 and all money 
raised will go to Project Compassion. The competition winner will be announced at the conclusion of our Holy 
Week Assembly. 

2. Easter Colouring Competition – students pay $2 to buy an Easter themed colouring sheet. These will need to 
be completed and returned to school by Tuesday 2 April. There will be one winner per year level and once 
again the winners will be announced at the conclusion of our Holy Week Assembly. 

 
Please watch out for more information about these events and hopefully we can raise lots of money to support the work 
of Caritas.  
 
Second Week of Lent…and Project Compassion 
We already have lots of Project Compassion boxes that have been filled up and sent back to school – a big thank you to 
those families who have thrown their support behind this Caritas appeal. Keep digging deep! This week’s story from 
Caritas is about Tati from Indonesia.  

Tati lives in the remote forest of Indonesia with her husband and children. Earning an 
income working in a local rubber plantation, her Dayak culture has relied on the rainforest 
for generations. However, due to land clearing, many indigenous people are losing their 
land and livelihoods. Through eco-tourism training supported by Caritas Australia, Tati 
can now afford to send her children to school. With new hope and commitment Tati 
aspires to a future free from poverty for her family. You can learn more about how Caritas 
has assisted Tati and her community in Indonesia by reading further information and 
watching the video at the following link: 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/page/week-2 
 
 



Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help lift communities in Indonesia out of poverty, and give 
them hope to protect our common home.  
 
Lives change when we all give 100%.You can donate through Project Compassion boxes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 
 
Have a great week everyone – stand tall and be proud. 
 
Shandel Flynn 
Assistant Principal Religious Education 
 
IT NEWS                         

Parent Portal Photos 
All photos taken at school are uploaded securely to the Parent Portal. They can be found under the ‘Photos’ tile. Each 
week photos from events, assemblies and the Student of the Week are uploaded here. You can also change the view to 
‘Thumbnail’ to easily see the images. You can also find photos from previous years on the left hand side. 

 
  
 
Josh Smith  - IT Manager 
Jsmith32@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
CURRICULUM CORNER                         

 
Academic Competitions -ICAS & Australian Mathematics Competition: 
 
Parents who would like their children to participate in the 2019 Academic Competitions should 
look out for more information about entry fees in next week’s newsletter.  Here are the dates 
for your diaries. The cost this year set by ICAS and AMT is $93.50 to sit all 7 tests.  Payment 
will be via Flexischools is although it is not open yet.  Opening April 23rd and closes May 
27th.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Angels Challenges:   
This is Week 8 of term, and students in P-2 have until the end of term to show evidence of their 5 challenges of the 
term to be able to receive their Angels Challenge badge in Term 4.  All students wanting to receive their badge in 
Term 4 should be underway with their challenges by this point in the term.  Further information can be found by using 
the Angels Challenges link at the bottom of the GA webpage.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Powers Awards:  
At Week 10 assembly we will be awarding Learning Powers to particular students in each year level who have 
demonstrated exceptional use of persistence, independence, collaboration, creativity and resilience in their learning.  If 
your child is receiving the Term 1 award for their year level, you will be notified by the class teacher so that you can be 
at the assembly if possible. If you can’t be there, we will be taking photos.  If your child is going to receive an award, 
please don’t tell them so the surprise factor will add to the enjoyment of the occasion. You can learn more about the GA 
Learning Powers at http://www.gaps.qld.edu.au/LearningandTeaching/Pages/Learning-Powers.aspx 
 
 
Happy days! 
Jo Makin 
Primary Learning Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A ust ra lia n Mathemat ics Comp: W ednesday 31st  July  

I CA S Digita l Technologies Tuesday 27th A ugust  

I CA S Science W ednesday 28th A ugust  

I CA S W rit ing Tuesda y 3rd September 

I CA S Spelling Bee Thursday 5th September 

I CA S English Tuesday 17th September 

I CA S Mathema t ics Thursday 19th September 

Jo Makin  

jmakin@bne.ca tholic.edu.au

Contact :

2019 ACADEM I C 

COM PET I T I ON S

I C A S &  A USTR A LI A N  M A TH S C O M PETI T I O N

Dates for your dia ry:   

Please note,  if  students a re  absent  on the  sit tng date ,  

they  w ill have  one make-up da te on the  nex t  school day.



INCLUSIVE EDUCATION NEWS                         

We warmly welcome our new team member, Lauren Hose, this week! Lauren is our Speech Language pathologist and 
will be working with our students prioritised for Speech Language support. Her role also involves assisting the staff 
with adjustments and support in the classroom environment.  
Lauren Costello is also a valued addition to our team, relieving Selina Cameron each Thursday.  
Welcome Lauren, and Lauren! 
 
A reminder that our staff, this year, is as follows: 

 Administration: Michelle McInally 
             Support Teachers: Inclusive Education (ST:IE)  

 Selina Cameron Prep-3 (3M, 3B) 
 Lauren Costello (relief Thurs P-3) 
 Maria Dau 3-6 (3G, 3W) 
 Vanessa Williamson- MacKillop Centre 
 Guidance Counsellors:  
 Priscilla Stent P-3 
 Kim Cridland 4-6 
 EALD/ESL- English as a Second Language- Sara Probyn 
 Speech Language Pathologist- Lauren Hose 

 
Individual Curriculum Planning meetings are continuing for verified students. The are an important aspect of our role 
and provide an excellent collaborative opportunity moving forward into 2019. Thank you to the parents who have been 
a part of this valuable time. We look forward to continuing to work with you this year. 
 
Staff Professional Development has been on our agenda this term with the goal of building staff capacity. The topics 
that we have covered are: Dyslexia, ADHD, Diversity and Learning and supporting our MacKillop students. We plan 
on continuing to make relevant PD available throughout the coming terms. 
 
Levelled Literacy Intervention (additional reading support) and the MULTILIT based (individual literacy support) 
intervention has begun and we are looking forward to this support continuing positively throughout the year.  
 
Diversity and Learning classroom sessions have taken place for Years 3-6 classes.  
Kim Cridland (Guidance Counsellor- mid/upper years) and Maria Dau (ST:IE 3-6) created and delivered the sessions, 
focusing on the necessary adjustments we see and value in classrooms that provide best, and fair, learning experiences 
for students. Additionally, the students had opportunities to explore their individual learning strengths and appreciate 
their own and others’ diverse learning needs. We encourage all students to participate fully in their own learning 
experience and take proactive steps to ensure they give themselves the best chance of success this year by self-
advocating for their personal learning needs and understanding and supporting the needs of their peers. 
An Assistive Technology session also took place for these classes as support is being offered to students, particularly 
regarding Speech to Text (writing) and Text to Speech (reading) support. 
 
 
Reading Angels, is a program supporting our P-3 readers (Mon, Thurs, Fri at 1.50-2.40pm).  
If any parents/friends would like to volunteer to help with reading, please contact Selina Cameron 
(scameron@bne.catholic.edu.au). Please complete the online volunteers course prior to volunteering. 
 
Enjoy the coming week! 
 
The Inclusive Education Team 
 
P & F NEWS                         

Two more weeks left of Term 1, unbelievable how quick it has gone. 
Still time to get your table for our Trivia Night this Saturday, payments close on Flexi schools Wednesday. We have 
some fabulous prizes; it is going to be a very fun filled evening. 
 
School Banking Wednesday  
 
See you Saturday  
P&F Executive Committee  



MUSIC NEWS   

Year 3 Musicians 
We are concerned about the lack of practice in our Year 3 group. There are a number of students who are not returning 
signed practice sheets where they record their weekly practice in 10 minute allotments. These sheets are our way of 
tracking progress with the children. 
Please note the expectation of practice is for 20 mins, 3 times a week. This consistency develops tone and musical 
understanding. Please be persistent and commit time to developing our musical skills. 
There is an extra flute practice group on Tuesdays in the Music Room at 1st break run by our flute leaders, Chloe and 
Evelyn. Please attend if you require extra help. 
  
Jazz Band 
Our Jazz Band have been invited to perform at the Broadbeach Blues Festival in May. Please keep the date of Friday 
17th of May free for our performance. Usually it is in the morning and we return for Winter sport.  
  
Senior Band Music Camp 
Notes have been emailed home about the camp. Please respond so that I can organise it. If you haven’t got an email 
about camp and think you should have please let me know. The camp is in Term 2.   
  

Week 8 Year 5 Band. Feature item, “Poker Face” 
Week 9 Jazz Band. Feature item, “Crazy Train” 
Week 10 Senior Choir singing “Rhythm of Life” and “We Will Rock You.” 

Senior Band 
  
Kind regards,  
 
Catharina Kemp - Music Teacher 
 
SPORT NEWS   

The Guardian Angels Schools Cross country will be on March 22  
 
Cross Country Times for 2019 
10, 11, 12years run 2km 
8 and 9 years run 1.5 km 
 
Approximate Race Times  
8:45am Boys+12 Girls 
9.00am – 11 Boys  
910am –  11 Girls 
9:20am – 10 Boys  
9:30am – 10 Girls 
9:45am –   9 Boys  
9:55am –   9 Girls 
10:05am -  8 Boys 
10:15am – 8 Girls 
 
The presentation will be on during assembly in the hall at 11.15am 
 
Winter Sport 
Winter sports trials will be on after second break this Friday for all year 4,5 and 6 students. 
 
Runners Club 
Runners Club will be on Thursday morning March 21 so runners can have once last chance to practice before the 
school carnival. There will be no Runners Club this Friday! 
 
 
Marty McGregor 
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au  
 
 



STUDENT OF THE WEEK   

Every student is important at Guardian Angels.  To recognise this, the school presents a Student of the Week Award to 
children from each class each week.  It is a special honour, with the recipients receiving their awards from the 
Principal or Parish Priest at a full school assembly. 
Rhiannon C 6W, Halle McC 6M, Jacob B 6B, Chelsea L 6G 
Bo D 5B, Isabella De / Jaz F 5G, Harrison B 5M, Isabella S / Bailey L 5W 
Lilli-Ava I 4B, Ellena G 4G, Ava P 4M, Rhys C 4W 
Alex S 3B, Zac F 3G, Dillion M 3M, Mia R 3W 
Vienna C 2G, Lucien D 2B, Genevieve C 2M, Archer W 2W 
Heath T 1B, Joshua H 1G, Bronte T 1M, Sienna S 1W 
Patrick A PB, Flynn M PG, Lyla L PM, Liam H PW 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS   

Group 1  – Week starting  Monday 25th March 
Monday Carol Oshyer, Charlotte Heanen 
Tuesday Lisa Hu , Polly Chong 
Wednesday Liz Greene, Jodie Mackay 
Thursday Rachel Somerville, Sarah Willems 
Friday  Julie Jordan, Louise Hutchins 
Baking  HOME BAKERS NEEDED PLEASE 
Sushi  Jacqui Ranger, Liz Pain 
 
The Tuckshop is always looking for new volunteers. If you can help in any way please call/email/text Rachel .  
rnowlan@bne.caholic.edu.au 0410565393  
All outstanding monies owing for children’s lunches must be paid this week. Reminder letters will be sent home 
again.  
 
WHAT’S ON     

March 
23 Mar  Trivia Night 
21 Mar  World Down Syndrome Day & Harmony Day 
26 Mar  Yr 5 Parish Mass 
April 
03 Apr  Holy Week Liturgy 
05 Apr   Last Day of Term 
19 Apr  Good Friday 
22 Apr  Easter Monday 
23 Apr  School Resumes 

Easter Liturgy 
24 Apr  ANZAC Day Liturgy 
  ANZAC Day Holiday 
  ANZAC Day March – Southport  

(all students welcome to participate)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 


